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XXVII.—Meeting of Northern Scientific Societies at Inverness 
mi llth and 12th August 1882. 

Delegates— 
WILLIAM FERGUSON, Esq. of Kinmundy, F.G.S., F.L.S., 

Vice-President. 
EALPH EICHARDSON, Esq., W.S., F.B.S.E., Vice-President 
W. IVISON MACADAM, Esq., F.C.S., F.I.C., Honorary Secre

tary. 
The first meeting of the Northern Societies was held last year 

at Elgin. This year these Societies, seventeen in number, in
cluding the Edinburgh Geological Society, assembled at Inver
ness, Mr Thomas D. Wallace, rector of the Inverness High. 
School, being again Convener and Secretary. The Edinburgh 
Geological Society was represented by Mr Ealph Eichardson, 
vice-president; Mr William Jolly, H.M. Inspector of Schools; 
Dr Semple; Mr James Fraser, C.E., Inverness ; and Mr Thomas 
D. Wallace. The members of the various Societies assembled 
at seven o'clock on the evening of Friday, l l th August, in the 
beautiful new Town Hall of Inverness. They then adjourned 
to the Castlehill, from which a distant prospect is obtained. 
Mr Jolly pointed oUrt the objects of geological, and Mr Alex. 
Eoss, architect, Inverness, those of archaeological interest. 
Then the company returned to the Town Hall, where the read
ing of papers began at eight o'clock, under the presidency of Mr 
Kenneth Macdonald, President of the Inverness Scientific 
Society and Field Club, which made all the arrangements for 
the meeting. The Town Hall was well filled, and many ladies 
were present. Sheriff Blair, Inverness, Professor Struthers, 
Aberdeen, Mr Forbes of Culloden, and others occupied seats on 
the platform. The following papers were read :—(1) Inverness 
in the 18th Century, by Mr Kenneth Mackenzie; (2) Craig 
Phadrick—Distribution and Theories of Vitrified Forts, by Dr 
Thomas Aitken, Inverness; (3) Old Inverness, by Mr Alex. 
Eoss; (4) Life in the Highlands in the Olden Time, by Mr 
William Mackay, solicitor, Inverness; (5) Origin of the Anda-
lusite Schists in Banffshire and Aberdeenshire, by Mr John 
Horne, of H.M. Geological Survey, Huntly; (6) The Arctic 
Shell-Beds of Scotland, by Mr Ealph Eichardson; (7) The 
Salmon, with Observations on the Improvement of our Eiver 
Fishings, by the Eev. W. Chisholm, Banff. At the conclusion of 
the Meeting it was resolved, on the motion of Mr John Horne, 
seconded by Mr Alex. Eoss, that the Societies should meet next 
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year in Banff. Most of the company afterwards supped together 
in the Station Hotel, Mr Kenneth Macdonald presiding, when 
numerous toasts were honoured. 

On the morning of the 12th August, ninety members of the 
various Scientific Societies left Inverness in carriages for an ex
cursion. The weather was magnificent. Passing Clachnaharry 
and the Well of the Nymphs, the route lay along the southern 
shore of the Beauly Firth to Kirkhill. Mr Jolly explained the 
geology, and Mr Wallace the archaeology of the district at one 
stoppage, whilst at Kirkhill Mr James Barron, of the Inverness 
Courier, gave a graphic account of the history of the Lovat 
family. The company inspected the chapel which is the burial-
place of several distinguished members of the Fraser clan. Not 
long afterwards Tarradale -was sighted, where Sir Roderick 
Murchison was born in 1792, and then the excursion party 
drove into Beauly. Arriving at Beauly Priory, Mr Boss, archi
tect, minutely described the ruins, which are of much interest. 
The party then drove along the northern bank of the Beauly 
river to the splendid Falls of Kilmorack, where luncheon was 
generously provided by Sheriff Blair and Mr Kenneth Mac
donald. Still proceeding along the north bank of the Beauly, 
surrounded by most romantic scenery, the party reached Struy, 
where the Silurian rocks take the place of the Old Bed conglo
merate. Considerable time was spent at a cliff of mica schist, 
where fine specimens of mica and some beryls and garnets were 
found. The route home was along the southern bank of the 
river to Beaufort, Lord Lovat's residence, the grounds of which 
his lordship kindly threw open to the party. They went all 
over the magnificent new castle which is being erected by his 
lordship, and which closely adjoins his quaint old residence. 
Before leaving Beaufort, Mr Balph Bichardson, in name and at 
the request of the members of the other Scientific Societies repre
sented, thanked the members of the Inverness Scientific Society 
and Field Club for the day of enjoyment which had been passed, 
the success of which was largely due to the admirable arrange
ments made by the Inverness Society. The party reached In
verness about 10 P.M., after twelve hours spent amid some of the 
finest scenery in the Highlands. 

XXVIII.—British Association Meeting at Southampton, 
September 1882. 

Delegates— 
CHARLES LAPWORTH, F.G.S., Professor of Geology, Mason 

Science College, Birmingham. . 
W. IVISON MACADAM, F.C.S., F.I.C., Lecturer on Chemistry, 

Honorary Secretary. 
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